JOHN MACKEY

Teeth of the Mechanism

Concert Band / 2025

Difficulty : Easy (Grade 3)

Commissioned by a consortium led by Cooper Middle School (VA)
Matthew C. Baker, Director of Bands

Copyright © 2025 Osti Music
www.johnmackey.com






Instrumentation

Piccolo (optional but preferred)
2 Flutes

Oboe

Bassoon

3 Clarinets
Bass Clarinet

2 Alto Saxes
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax

3 Trumpets

2 Horns

3 Trombones (2 tenor, 1 bass if possible)
Euphonium

Tuba

Piano (optional but preferred)

7 Percussionists
Player 1: Timpani
Player 2: Marimba (optional but preferred, 5-octave if available)
Player 3: Vibraphone
Player 4: Tam-Tam
Player 5: Triangle & Tambourine
Player 6: 4 Tom-Toms
Player 7: Bass Drum



“Teeth of the Mechanism” was commissioned by Cooper Middle School (VA), Matthew C. Baker,

Director of Bands, with additional generous funding provided by:

Appleton Area School District
Arab High School

Basic Academy of International Studies

Bellbrook Middle School

Bob Miller Middle School
Bowling Green State University
Brigham Young University - Idaho
Brentwood High School

Brighton High School

Brookville Area High School

Centre for the Performing and Visual Arts

at Central Memorial High School
Clinton High School
Coastal Winds and Harmonie
Cooper Middle School
Croswell-Lexington High School
Decatur High School
Eastern Illinois University
Eastland ISD
Edwardsville High School
Eureka High School
Feagin Mill Middle School Band
South Forsyth Middle School
Four Corners Community Band
Franklin Regional Middle School
Glasgow Middle School
Goshen Local Schools
Grisham Middle School Honors Band
Hanover High School
Highland High School
Hikarigaoka Girls' High School
Hilliard Bradley High School Band
Hillsboro High School Band
Horton High School
J.P. McCaskey High School
Justin Garza High School
Kawartha Lakes Concert Band

Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare Wind Orchestra

Kickapoo High School
Lakeside High School
Lexington High School

Margaret LaFleur
Patrick Dailey

Cole Horton
Barbara Siler
George Wilkin
Kenneth Thompson
David Faires
Joseph Sitler
Jeffrey Mayo

Kyle Grabigel

Adam Mailman
Matthew Bimstein

Ryan Sanders

Matthew Baker

Kevin Czarnik

Eric McNiel

Stacy Butler

Cody Knott

Dean Anderson

Todd Stalter

Trey English

Andrew Poor & Nate Hughes
Karen Steele

Tyler Funk

Andrew Sharrock
Michael Ossenschmidt
Mason England

Matt Harden

Greg Bruner

Kentaro Hino

Courtney Ruppert & Andy Rice
Chris Moix

Lyndsey Mitchell

John Johnston

Kevin Tinkle, Ariell Ompad
Murray Lefebvre
Toshiya Iwata

Aaron Scriven

Jared Best

Tony Bertolozzi



Lightridge High School

Marshall High School

McLean High School

Morningside University

Morris High School

Morton West High School
Mukwonago High School

Murphy Junior High School
Nolensville High School

Oak Grove High School

Pacific Symphony

Pelham High School Band

Pierz Healy High School
Pirkanmaa Music School

Polson High School

Poth High School

Riverwood Middle School
Rochester High School

Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory
Scripps Middle School

Sheldon High School

South Dakota State University
Southeastern Louisiana University
Splendora High School Band
Staples High School

St. George's School

Toronto Youth Wind Orchestra
University of Missouri School of Music
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Williston High School
Woodbridge High School

Jonathan Phillip
Jeremy Root
Chris Weise
Christopher Brandt
Heath Miller
Andy Boland
Emma Angoli
Julianna Karvelius
Benjamin Easley
Mike Howell
Shawne Zarubica
Justin Ward

Joel Pohland

Olli Kanerva
Richard Sawyer
Chase Failing
Michael Burleson
David A. Uhrig
Tiv Cumberbatch
Eric Clauder
Justin Bunselmeier
Kevin Kessler
Robert Schwartz
Jaclyn Franks
Kevin Mazzarella
Dean Markel
Colin R. Clarke
Neil L. Reed
Martin Gaines
John Bisbee
Bradford Harris



Performance notes

All notes with a staccato must be extremely short, regardless of the notated duration.

Trombone glissandi must last the fully-notated duration. (They must start immediately after the start
of the note, and should be even, with no sustain of the starting pitch. For example, if thereis a
glissando on a half-note, the slide should be moving evenly for two full beats.)

The tam-tam part uses hard plastic mallets, standard tam-tam beaters, and something metal (such
as the edge of a coin) that can be used to scrape the tam-tam. These scrapes always lead to a beat,
and it is important that they reach the destination beat, not unlike a cymbal roll. This instrument also
features many secco/choked strikes (indicated with a staccato mark), which must be choked as
quickly as possible. If the player is unable to choke the standard tam-tam quickly enough - all that
should be heard is the attack! - then a much smaller tam—-tam or water gong may be substituted for
those moments.

The piano (optional but preferred) uses a special “8vb” clef in the left hand, meaning that the notes
should be played an octave lower than standard bass clef.



John Mackey
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Piccolo
Flute |

Flute 2
Oboe
Bassoon
Clarinet | in Bb
Clarinet 2 in Bb
Clarinet 3in B> || @

Bass Clarinet
Alto Sax |
Alto Sax 2
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax
Trumpet |

Trumpet 2-3
Horn 1-2

Trombone 2
Euphonium

Trombone |
Trombone 3/Bass

Tuba

Piano

Timpani

Marimba
Vibraphgone

Tar=Tam
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p— | p————

Copyright © 2025 Osti Music

P

—

very soft mallets,
do not dampen
rp

hard felt mallets
P

=

mp
rp

4

n

Triangle &
Fambourine
4 Tom-Toms
Bass Drum
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