This Cruel Moon

(2017)

adapted from "Immortal thread, so weak,"
from "Wine-Dark Sea: Symphony for Band"

arranged by Patrick Dunnigan

This Version Copyright © 2020; Original Version Copyright © 2017 Osti Music
WWW JOHNMACKEY.COM



Consortium Members for original version
Alain LeRoy Locke College Preparatory Academy
Biloxi High School
Black River High School
Brandon High School
Bridgewater-Raritan Middle School
Charles D. Owen High School
Chenery Middle School, Belmont, MA
Cockrill Middle School
Denham Springs High School
Dominion High School
Forbush High School
Glenbrook North High School
Grady Burnett Junior High School
Graham High School
Grand Ledge Hayes Middle School
Grand Ledge High School
Greenville Senior High School
Hill Country Middle School
Jacksboro High School
Joaquin Miller Middle School
Lebanon High School
Lincoln High School
Marion High School
Martin Luther King, Jr. Academic Magnet School
for the Health Sciences and Engineering at Pear| Hi \/
School %\
McLean High School
Miami University @
Mt. San Antonio College @ %
Opal Hamilton Middle School Q O
Pickens High School
Princeton High School Q~
Roseville Area High School O @
Scarsdale High School Q @
South Dakota State Universi(@
Strake Jesuit College Preparato
Thurgood Marshall Middle School
Trinity Episcopal School
Tulsa Memorial High School
University of Arkansas
Verona Area High School
Watkins Memorial High School
Wesley Chapel High School
Williamsburg High School
Worthington Kilbourne High School

Miamisburg High School

South County High School

Van Wert High School

Zion-Benton Township High School

O

Matthew James Cotton

Travis Coakley

Liam Sleggs

Matthew B. Pagel

Seth Davis and Ashlen Udell
Tyson Hamrick

John McLellan & Sharon Phipps
Gary Williams

Andrew Hunter & Carlye Latas
Jonathan Schiffler

Matthew Brusseau

Andrew Zweibel and Richard Chapman

Ross Patterson & Ali Duck
Joshua Kidd
Tavia Zerman

John SzczeroXski
Erick Von Sa

Cheryl
ue
Vosa O

% aron Ste@
C% Idenkamp
!E ipley

hris Weise and Deidra Denson
Gary A. Speck
Steve Aylward
Gregory X. Whitmore
Jamie Cabot
Michael Oubre
Jim Baxter
Matt Dehnel
Jason Noble
Kevin Engdahl
Jacob Wallace
Ben Ware
Cameron Brown
Christian Folk
Heath Miller and Jennifer Wright
Benjamin Lorenzo and Jamal Duncan
Robert H Sloan
Eric M. Anderson
Robert Davis
Josh Hobbs
Stephanie Williamson
Don Nathan
Shan Kazmi



Instrumentation
This setting of This Cruel Moon was created for an adaptable ensemble in five parts:

PART I: Flute, Oboe, Bb Clarinet, Bb Trumpet

PART 2: Bb Clarinet, Bb Trumpet, Eb Alto Sax *

PART 3: Bb Clarinet, Bb Trumpet, Eb Alto Sax, French Horn *

PART 4: Bb Tenor Sax, French Horn, Trombone, Euphonium ** | Bassoon

PART 5: Bass Clarinet, Eb Baritone Sax, Trombone, Euphonium **, Bassoon, Tuba

* versions of parts 2 & 3 are also provided in non-transposing treble clef (concert C)
** euphonium parts provided in both bass clef and Bb treble versions

Percussion: ~\
Timpani %\/ @
Marimba | & 2 *** O O
Vibraphone *** Q/ C)

Bass Drum d

**% 2 versions of vibraphone and each marimba parWudet) standard, one
slightly simplified %

Program Note from t riginal Versmn:

This piece is an adaptation of thegtQgdie @ ent of “Wine-Dark Sea: Symphony for Band.”

The full symphony tells th s;bus and his journey home following his victory in the
Trojan War. But Odyss L@urn uld take as long as the war itself. Homer called the ocean
on which Odysseus sai sea, and for the Greek king it was as murky and disorienting
as its name; he would not f| iS'way across it without first losing himself.

“This Cruel Moon” is the song of the beautiful and immortal nymph Kalypso, who finds Odysseus
near death, washed up on the shore of the island where she lives all alone. She nurses him back to
health, and sings as she moves back and forth with a golden shuttle at her loom. Odysseus shares
her bed; seven years pass. The tapestry she began when she nursed him becomes a record of their
love.

But one day Odysseus remembers his home. He tells Kalypso he wants to leave her, to return to
his wife and son. He scoffs at all she has given him. Kalypso is heartbroken.

And yet, that night, Kalypso again paces at her loom. She unravels her tapestry and weaves it into a
sail for Odysseus. In the morning, she shows Odysseus a raft, equipped with the sail she has made
and stocked with bread and wine, and calls up a gentle and steady wind to carry him home.
Shattered, she watches him go; he does not look back.



Conductor Notes:

This version is playable with as few as five players, one per part. When assigning parts,
strive to achieve a balance across the ensemble for proper musical effect.

Across the parts, there are measures where some notes are doubled in octaves. When
one note is smaller than the other (cued size), the regular-size note is the preferred note.
Use the cued note if the player is unable to play the regular-size note. When both notes
are the same size, the choice of which note to play is up to the conductor. In most cases,
the choice will be obvious as some extremely high or low notes may be out-of-range of
younger players. It may also be appropriate to cover both octaves (regular size notes), if
multiple players are available.

The designations 'solo' and 'tutti' apply across the parts, not tb*taves. Thus in Part I,
one player covers the 'solo' for all assigned to Part |, and s Wh. @ourse, this may be

adjusted for proper balance at the discretion of the con . O

The percussion parts are optional in this version. If uss'm@t‘s are available, the order
of preference for part assignments would be Ma |, Virdphone, Marimba 2,
Timpani, then Bass Drum. Switching between péuss' rts is also possible; many of

the bass drum notes occur while other parts\a? reC) >~ Both marimba parts may be
played on the same instrument.

for Marimba 1, Marimba 2, and Yibkapho re included in the set of parts. These
alternate parts are single notg nger, less-experienced players. These may be
used at the discretion of t@i duc

The percussion parts in the full sco \a t@e as the regular version. Alternate parts
2

Although not speciﬁe@e s , a Bb Soprano Saxophone could play the Bb Part I.
Octave choices are lefbup conductor.

If a Bass Trombone is availdble, consider using the Part 5 Tuba part for this purpose. The
tuba part has been edited for potential use by bass trombone.

Part |, Measure 19: the Concert A half note (beats | and 2) must be played in the
preferred octave. The alternate note (provided with trumpet in mind) should be used
ONLY if there are sufficient additional players (flute, clarinet, oboe) to cover the Concert
A in the preferred octave. If trumpet is the only available instrument covering Part |, this
player must be capable of playing the leap from Concert Bb (measure 18) to the Concert
A with good tone, correct intonation, etc. Use caution when assigning trumpet players to
Part I.

Part 4, Measure 53: the tutti begins on the upbeat eighth note after Beat One.
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molto rit. (like a music box coming to a stop)

84, poco a poco rit.
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